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Stage 0. Prereading: Birth to Age 6.  

The prereading Stage is where the learner grows in their control of language, both semantics and syntax. The 

child is increasing their conceptual knowledge and beginning to develop an understanding of the world 

around them. The learner relies on their non-visual information and contextual knowledge to begin reading. 

During this emergent stage the child relies heavily on the contextual information provided by the pictures in 

the text and by the way the story mimics the spoken language and highly predictable language. The learner 

during this stage uses logographic information to make guesses about words. The learner also begins to 

develop insights into the nature of words and begins to realize that words are made up of sounds, and that 

some of these words have the same beginning and ending sounds. This phonetic-cue phase of reading 

development helps the child begin to recognize rhyme and alliteration. For the reader to be successful at this 

stage of learning they need to have many learner centered activities that encourage the learner to experiment 

with language and to have an opportunity to make the connection between their nonvisual information and 

the visual information of the text. A top down approach to teaching reading, which follows a whole language 

model of reading, has shown positive gains in reading performance for the stage 0 reader. 

Stage 1. Initial Reading, or Decoding Stage: Grades 1-2, Ages 6-7.  

Once the learner is successful in stage 0 and has progressed from the phonetic-cue phase of reading and is 

becoming more aware of letter/sound relationships the learner has now progressed into the cipher phase of 

reading and is a Stage 1 reader. During this Stage, the reader often relies heavily on the text and focuses 

attention on visual information. The child begins gluing to print and sounding out words. Even words that 

were easily recognized in stage 0 may now be sounded out by the stage 1 reader. The Stage 1 reader is 

attempting to break the code of print. They realize that letters and letter combinations represent sounds. They 

also become aware of vowels and vowel sounds. To this child decoding is extremely important. A bottom up 

approach to teaching reading may be more appropriate for this Stage of development. Teacher directed 

modeling and instruction on the aspects of decoding is crucial during this stage. This is the one stage where 

whole language may not be the best approach for the instruction of reading. 

Stage 2. Confirmation, Fluency, Ungluing from Print: Grades 2-3, Ages 7-8.  

The job of the teacher is to keep the learner in perpetual forward movement. Once the child has become 

successful at the aspect of decoding it is time to progress forward. No teacher desires a child to be a word 

caller, or a reader who glues to text. A good reader is a fluid reader, who automatically decodes words, thus 

freeing up attention for higher levels of comprehension and meaning. As the child progresses through stage 1 

they acquire orthographic knowledge of words. They recognize patterns of words and reach a level of 

automaticity in word recognition. This new found ability enables the reader to become more fluent. Chall often 

refers to this stage as "more of the same". In other words the learner needs the opportunity to hone the skills of 

reading in comfortable text and comfortable reading situations. Recreational reading that encourages safe 

fluent reading. Carver calls this area of reading, rauding. This stage is not for gaining new information or 

using reading to learn, but it is used to gain control of reading so that when they become stage 3 readers they 

will be able to use the tool of reading to successfully gain knowledge. Once again the reading emphasis 
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switches to a more whole language approach. The learner should be given the opportunity to read many 

familiar texts. The greater the amount of practice and the greater the immersion, the greater the chance of 

developing the fluency with print that is necessary for the more complex nature of reading to learn. 

Stage 3. Reading for Learning: Grades 4-8, Ages 8-14. 

Stages 0-2 are considered the developmental stages of reading, "Learning to Read". Stage 3 however is 

associated with content area reading, or "Reading to Learn". Now the reader must use reading as a tool for 

acquiring new knowledge. Before the child entered stage 3 of reading the child relied on the environment or 

the spoken word to acquire new knowledge, but as the child enters stage 3 he/she must use reading to gain 

novel information. Stage 3 is also characterized by the growing importance of word meaning, prior knowledge 

and strategic knowledge. In order to acquire new information the learner must bring previous knowledge and 

experiences to their reading. The reading in this stage is essentially for facts and the reader typically 

comprehends from a singular viewpoint. Reading during this stage is seen to be both top-down and bottom-

up. Students need direct instruction, not necessarily in the aspect of decoding, but in strategy activation and 

selection as well as comprehension monitoring. Many teachers make the false assumption that just because the 

learner has learned how to read narrative text, this ability will transfer over to successful reading or expository 

text and reading to learn. 

Stage 4. Multiple Viewpoints: High School, Ages 14-18.  

The essential difference between the Stage 3 reader and the Stage 4 reader is that the Stage 4 reader begins 

dealing with learning from multiple viewpoints. The successful Stage 3 reader grows in their ability to analyze 

what they read and react critically to the different viewpoints they encounter. When the learner becomes 

successful with this type of critical comprehension they have progressed from Stage 3 to Stage 4. Stage 4 

readers are able to deal with layers of facts and concepts and have the ability to add and delete schema 

previously learned. This essential as the learner now interacts with more complex texts that share multiple 

views and concepts. 

Stage 5. Construction and Reconstruction - A World View: College, Age 18 and Above.  

Upon the arrival into Stage 5 of reading the student has learned to read certain books and articles in the degree 

of detail and completeness that one needs for one's purpose. A Stage 5 reader knows what not to read, as well 

as what to read. During Stage 5 the reader has acquired the ability to construct knowledge on a high level of 

abstraction and generality and to create one's own "truth" from the "truth" of others. The more the learner is 

immersed into one's domain the more conceptual knowledge the reader has obtained. With this sophisticated 

level of domain specific knowledge the more critical the reader can become. They now have the ability to 

synthesize critically the works of others and are able to form their own educated stance on the subject. 

 


